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RABBI DR ALAN ABRAHAM KIMCHE
“Great Jewish Thinkers”

HaGaon Rav Ovadia Yosef ztz’l (1920- 2013)
"to restore the past Sephardic glory - nawi*z nnoy 2'tnin%?"

Biographical details:
One of the most influential and creative rabbis in 20th cent Israel.
Born in Bagdad, Iraq. Came to Israel 1924. Lived in poverty.
Began public shiurim aged 17 to Persian Community Jerusalem.
Aged 24 Married Margalit. Eleven children.
Talmid or Rav Ezra Attiya. Rosh Yeshivat Porat Yosef. Jerusalem.
Talmid of Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank. Aged 30 became Dayyan.
Chief Rabbi (Sephardi) of Tel Aviv 1968 - 1973
Chief Rabbi (Sephardi) of Israel 1973 - 1983
9. 1970s promoted acceptance of Ethiopian Jewry.
10. 1984 Founded & Spiritual Leader of Shass political party.
11.  Recognised Worldwide as a Posek HaDor.
12. Funeral attended by 800,000 mourners. 3rd Cheshvan 2013.
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Personal Qualities:
Totally astonishing photographic memory recall.
Every minute of the day learning, writing & teaching Torah.
Prolific author of a whole range of Halachic literature.
Preference for leniency as opposed to Chumra.
Sensitive to current generation of “freedom & liberty”.
Established Rav Yosef Caro as supreme halachic authority in Israel.
Sephardic Jews in Diaspora accepted R. Yosef Caro as Mara D’Atra.
Challenged the strict halachic views of the “Ben Ish Chai”.
9. United Separdic communities, to balance Ashkenazi domination.
10. Positive outspoken supporter of State of Israel and Zahal.
11.  Fierce critic of Supreme Court imposing values of Secularism.
12. Established institutions of Torah study for Sephardic students.
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